
Long Beach Intercollegiate Model United Nations IX 

International Court of Justice 

Rules and Procedure 

 

Dear Judges of the ICJ the following are the rules and procedures of the ICJ, 

 

Set-up of Court 

The set-up of the International Court of Justice is a hybrid between a mock trial and a specialized 

committee. 15 judges are present in order to avoid a tie. All 15 judges are debating which case 

has more merit and more applicability in terms of international law, state sovereignty, and 

previous rulings relating to this case from international courts around the world.  

 

It is also a crisis committee in which more information regarding the case will be introduced 

throughout the session. Actual ICJ cases last months if not years, and judges constantly request 

more evidence from the contracting parties. Following this actual model, we will be providing 

you with new evidence, and new claims. We will try to have an information update at the start of 

each suspension for lunch and dinner. This will keep the flow of committee going and judges 

may change their positions on the case as more evidence is introduced. You are to convince your 

fellow judges to agree on a consensus.  

 

Following this, only ONE verdict will be written and voted upon at the end of our session. Any 

judges that oppose the popular ruling will be submitting a Dissenting Opinion stating their 

analysis of the cases and why they do not agree with the other judges.  

 

Please be advised that other MUN Conferences that have an ICJ committee use witness to 

introduce the case. Due to the time frame, we are giving you the case beforehand and are only 

introducing turning points along the way that you need to assess.  

 

 

 

 



Judge interactions and behavior 

As in any court, a judge has to remain neutral, biases cannot impede the pursuit of justice. Judges 

are to debate each other on how they interpret International law. However, your position papers 

are to have country biases in terms of how your individual countries interpret international law. 

You can bring this information during debate but will eventually forgo such biases as 

international law will be the focus on the debate. You are not arguing for one specific party but 

are debating on how to interpret International Law to the facts provided to you.  

 

Voting 

In terms of voting, delegates may not abstain from voting. You may only vote in favor or against 

the defendant.  

 

Advisory Opinions 

 

The UNSC has the option to ask for an advisory opinion from the ICJ in which the judges shall 

look up previous cases and collectively present the UNSC with an opinion on what International 

Law says regarding the Advisory Opinion topic.  

 

  

 

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to email us at icj.lbimun@gmail.com 
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